Seattle Dances of Universal Peace
Planning Meeting
5/20/2026

Present:  
	John (convenor), Elizabeth, Helen (scribe), Ka, Jennifer (VfP), Phil Murad, Hassan, Munajat

Dance: 
	“Paz, Queremos Paz”

Announcements:
	5/20 Elizabeth leading online dances for Arizona circle.  
	Raging Grannies singing at Folklife on Friday 5/23.  
	
Treasurer report:  
	Treasury has $6210, of which $742 is in the scholarship fund. No current expenses beyond occasional web support.   

Fall Retreat:
	Martha is working on online registration form, needs to confirm details with Helen and Barak, and with bank as to whether Zelle or Venmo is available. We will also have PayPal ,though PP charges a fee.  Every line item at Burton has been raised about $5.  We will need to decide how much to charge this year.  
	Elizabeth has had good response from leaders. A planning session to choose a theme is scheduled on 5/26. About 32 people confirm they want to attend, so we’re well on the way to our minimum number of attendees.  Registration will open once we have a theme and the form is complete.

Hosting Joanna Macy event (Dances That Reconnect):
	Munajat and Ka sent a written proposal for a one-day event combining Joanna Macy’s work with the Dances.  They recently ran an Oregon event that was very successful and impactful for participants.  If Seattle Circle hosts it, we would need to support the event by booking a venue and sound system and handling registration and promotion. 
	a.  Booking a venue – the main nave (Woodlawn Hall) at 7400 would be ideal, though the future of the building is uncertain.  Martha will check to see availability in late April/May of 2027, which is the best window for the planning team to support the event.  The workshop could potentially be scheduled near Earth Day.
	b.  Sound system – Munajat is investigating purchasing a digital wireless system.
	c.  Registrar – Martha is willing with Helen as support. This will be easier than the fall retreat because there would be no sleeping or food arrangements.  
	d.  Our usual routes of communication can be used for promotion.
	e.  Other considerations:
		1. Home-stays for leaders can be arranged among friends.
		2. Munajat will send a more detailed budget.  We discussed pros and cons of sharing profits/losses.  We are in a good position to support the event financially if needed.  
		3.  Seattle leaders could organize an evening program following the workshop if desired.
		4.  We will finalize details next meeting, after receiving more detailed budgetary information. Budget and venue research can happen in next two weeks.  


Next meeting:
Thursday 6/18 at 10:00am by zoom.  Munajat will also plan to attend.
Convener: Hassan
Scribe:  Helen
IC:  John, Hassan, Jennifer

Closing dance:
“Make us as waves of the sea”







